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Our Exonerees
14 Innocent Men -- 265 Years Wrongfully Imprisoned

Our Mission

To find and free the innocent in Florida prisons, help them transition 
back into a changed society, and work to reform the criminal 

justice system to prevent future wrongful convictions.



2013 Annual Report || 3

Year in Review

Freeing the Innocent: Record Exonerations in U.S. in 2013

	 The National Registry of Exonerations, a joint project of the Center on Wrongful Convictions at 
Northwestern University School of Law and the University of Michigan Law School, reported that for the year 
2013, the number of exonerations of those wrongfully convicted and imprisoned for crimes they did not commit 
increased to a record of 87, and making the total of exonerations tracked by the Registry since 1989 more than 1,400 
in the United States.  The Registry also reported that the number of exonerations that involved DNA evidence has 
declined in recent years due to police and prosecutors exhibiting more concern about the problem of wrongful 
conviction, which is testimony to the success of innocence organizations, both in terms of their outstanding legal 
work and their unending advocacy for reform. 

	 The Innocence Project of Florida is proud to report that in response to exculpatory DNA testing coordinated 
by IPF and a subsequent motion to vacate his conviction, Mr. Cheydrick Britt of Tampa, Florida, saw his wrongful 
conviction of the rape of a minor overturned and the charges dismissed in late 2013.  IPF continues to advocate 
for more reliable forensic procedures, better access to DNA testing, and for law enforcement and the criminal 
justice system in Florida to better guard against false convictions.

Finding the Innocent: Spotlight on Intake and IPF Interns

	 The Innocence Project of Florida receives hundreds of requests for assistance each year, and the work 
of reading each request, requesting police and lab reports and trial transcripts, and preparing cases for further 
consideration is led by IPF Intake Coordinator Lisa Prychodko, J.D.  Lisa also coordinates the painstaking work of 
reading and summarizing individual cases by IPF Interns.  Law school students and undergraduate students learn 
from Lisa how to draft cogent, compelling, and accurate memoranda, case summaries, and other documents.  
Executive Director Seth Miller provides formal and informal legal instruction and support for these outstanding 
students.  IPF is indebted to the work of our interns and invite all former interns to stay in touch and let us know 
where they are now.

	 In 2013, IPF litigated cases in 13 counties, four of the five Florida appellate courts, the Supreme Court of 
Florida, and the U.S. District Court. We present a summary of our cases in the following table.

Case Status Number of 
Cases

New requests for assistance from inmates in 2013 544
Requests denied because they did not fit with our mission parameters (applicants must be 
in a Florida prison, not on death row, and physical evidence must exist that can be tested to 
indicate innocence) 

365

Cases reviewed by IPF staff, volunteers and interns in 2013 60
New cases taken on for litigation in 2013 3
Total number of cases in litigation 29

Cases in District Courts of Appeal 7

Cases in which hearings were granted in 2013 5

Depositions taken during 2013 6

Requests for DNA testing submitted in 2013 3
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Case Status Number of 
Cases

DNA testing denied (including cases filed in previous years) 2
DNA testing that produced exclusionary results (including cases filed in previous years) 2
DNA testing that produced results confirming guilt (including cases filed in previous years) 0
DNA testing that produced inconclusive results (including cases filed in previous years) 2
DNA testing still awaiting results 2
Motions requesting DNA testing still pending 5

Reversals on appeal granting relief 2
Motions to vacate convictions filed 4
Number of exonerations  1

Transitioning From Prison to Freedom and Independence

	 The State of Florida provides the same meager assistance to exonerees that it provides to any ex-offender 
who has served his or her time.  They will be provided with a one-way ticket to a Florida Department of Corrections 
homeless shelter to an approved family member. Once processed through the homeless shelter or to the family, 
the released inmate may apply for federal assistance via food stamps, Social Security disability and vocational 
rehabilitation services, if disabled, and any other federal or state agency that offers re-entry assistance.   This 
combination of assistance and services is not designed for an innocent survivor of wrongful incarceration, and 
many times serves only to extend the hardships stemming from false imprisonment.

	 The Innocence Project of Florida was the first innocence organization in the United States to realize the 
need for and to hire a full-time social worker to assist exonerees to:

•	 Begin to work through the trauma of being imprisoned for crimes they did not commit;

•	 Prepare for the day they walk out of prison – from having something to wear and someplace to go, to being 
ready for questions from the press;

•	 Secure shelter, food, clothing, a cell phone, and other basic necessities of life;

•	 Get overdue dental or medical care;

•	 Obtain driver’s licenses or make arrangements for other transportation, and make plans to re-enter the 
workforce;

•	 Utilize social programs and/or therapists that will assist the exoneree in his or her path to independence.

	 In order to provide this assistance, IFP created the Exoneree Support Fund that provides exonerees with 
the money to pay for food, clothing, shelter, dental and medical care, transportation, and communication.  The 
Fund relies on donations that are matched, one-to-one, annually by a Florida Bar Foundation challenge.  Please 
consider answering that challenge by making a donation to the Exoneree Support Fund today and doubling your 
impact.
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Reforming the System

	 IPF continues to be a leading advocate for the implementation of evidenced-based policy reforms 
designed to prevent future wrongful convictions. At the beginning of 2013, through advocacy of IPF, the 
Supreme Court of Florida adopted for the first time a standard jury instruction regarding Eyewitness Evidence. 
This jury instruction is now given in every trial where there is an eyewitness identification in order to help the 
jury understand certain factors that effect the reliability of an identification and how the jury should weigh 
those factors in judging the accuracy of the eyewitness evidence. Given that eyewitness misidentification is 
the leading cause of wrongful convictions, this jury instruction is a good first step to preventing wrongful 
convictions before they happen.
	 Throughout the year, IPF continued to urge statewide law enforcement associations and individual 
agencies large and small to adopt best practices regarding the preparation and administration of eyewitness 
identification procedures and the electronic recording of custodial interrogations. Although Florida has yet 
to adopt statutory mandates in these areas, the state has seen an uptick in the number of law enforcement 
agencies that have recognized that implementing scientifically sound updates to their lineup procedures and 
recording interrogations are a benefit to law enforcement, help prevent wrongful convictions, and strengthen 
the prosecutions of actual perpetrators of crimes.

Celebrating Freedom: 2013 Steppin’ Out Gala

	 On April 5, 2013, the Innocence Project of Florida held its second annual gala benefit, Steppin’ Out, at 
Miami’s Four Seasons Hotel. The theme was Wrongful Convictions: A Family Matter, and the evening’s special 
guest was Betty Anne Waters, sister of Kenny Waters who was wrongfully convicted of a brutal, 1980 murder in 
Massachusetts, and whose story inspired the 2010 movie, Conviction. Ms. Waters spent many years trying to 
prove her brother’s innocence. She never stopped believing in him, obtained both a college degree and then a law 
degree, and continued to fight until her brother’s conviction was finally vacated and he was freed after 18 years in 
prison based on exonerative DNA results. IPF awarded Ms. Waters the Frank Lee Smith Innocence Award, which 
was named for Florida’s first DNA exoneree who died on death row 11 months before DNA testing proved his 
innocence in 2000. Also in attendance was IPF exoneree William Dillon who performed several original songs 
he wrote while wrongfully imprisoned for 27 years for a crime he did not commit. “Our goal is to celebrate these 
men who have been exonerated and the families who stood by them,” said David Rothman, Miami attorney and 
IPF Board Chairman.

	 The event was hugely successful, raising needed funding for the Innocence Project of Florida.  More than 
250 people attended the event and the total amount raised was $82,360, which will support our litigation efforts 
on behalf of innocent people in Florida prisons. Because of these generous donations and sponsorships, wrongful 
convictions are reversed in our state.  Thank you to all of our supporters and advocates for their vital assistance in 
righting these horrible wrongs.

	 The mission of the Innocence Project of Florida is to find and free people in Florida prisons who have been 
wrongfully convicted of crimes they did not commit, to help them rebuild their lives once proved innocent, and 
to work to reform the criminal justice system to prevent future wrongful convictions. Thank you for helping us to 
advance our mission through your support of IPF.

Respectfully submitted, 

Seth Miller, Esq.
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Board of Directors

Executive Director

Executive Committee

David B. Rothman, Esq., Chairman
Partner, Rothman & Associates, P.A., Miami, FL

Robert K. Cromwell, Chair Elect

Retired FBI Special Agent In Charge, St. Petersburg, FL  

Michael Ufferman, Esq., Secretary
Partner, Michael Ufferman Law Firm, P.A., Tallahassee, FL

Honorable Janet Ferris, Treasurer 
Retired Second Judicial Circuit Judge,  Tallahassee, FL

Members

Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte, Esq.
IPF Founding Board Chair and President Emeritus, 
American Bar Association and Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, FL

Honorable Harry Lee Anstead 
Retired Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice, Tallahassee, FL

Gerald “Jerry” Berry, Esq.
Partner, Law Offices of Jerry Berry, Naples, FL

Barney Bishop 
President, Barney Bishop Consulting LLC, Tallahassee, FL

Rev. J. Allison DeFoor, Esq. 
Allison DeFoor Counselor of Law and Episcopal Priest, 
Tallahassee, FL

William Michael Dillon
Florida DNA Exoneree and Recording Artist, Chapel Hill, 
NC

Rev. Bryan Fulwider
Executive Director of Building Us, Altamonte Springs, FL

Harriet Hendel
Educator, Retired, Sarasota, FL

Lisa Hurley, Esq.
Public Affairs Consultant, Florida Association of Counties, 
Tallahassee, FL

Robert G. Kerrigan, Esq.
Partner, Kerrigan, Estess, Rankin, McLeod & Thompson, 
Pensacola, FL

Rabbi Gary Klein 
Temple Ahavat Shalom, Clearwater, FL

Gregory R. Miller, Esq.
Partner, Beggs & Lane and former U. S. Attorney in N. 
Florida, Tallahassee, FL

Michael Minerva, Esq.
Criminal Defense Lawyer, Retired, Macclenny, FL

Paula S. Saunders, Esq.
Assistant Public Defender, Retired, Florida’s Second Judicial 
Circuit, Tallahassee, FL

Mark R. Schlakman, Esq.
Senior Program Director, Center for the Advancement of 
Human Rights at Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Brian L. Tannebaum, Esq.
Partner, Tannebaum Weiss, P.A., Miami, FL

2013 IPF Staff
Seth E. Miller, Esq.
Executive Director

Toni Shrewsbury, M.A.
Assistant Director

Melissa L. Montle, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Anthony Scott, M.S.W., L.C.S.W.
Director of Social Services

Lisa Prychodko, J.D.
Intake Coordinator

Jackie Pugh
Development Coordinator

Exoneree Cheydrick Britt (center) 
and his family and legal team, 
including IPF attorneys Melissa 
Montle and Seth Miller.
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Income & Expenses
January through December 2013*

Expenses

Income

Income**
General Contributions $59,786
Special Events 58,988
Investment Income & Other 

Revenue 2,672
Nongovernmental Grants 299,241
Government Grants 24,443
Total Income $445,130

Expenses
Program Salaries $209,000
Management Salaries 61,365
Employee Benefits, Payroll 

Taxes & Insurance 46,209
Professional Services 6,739
Program Support & Services 147,081
Operating Expenses 32,815
Fundraising Expenses 31,781
Total Expenses $534,990

Financial Performance

*  Reported on an accrual basis.

** IFP maintained a balanced budget in 2013
     based on transfers from reserves. IPF 
     maintains financial reserves sufficient to 
     support the organization for 18 months.
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We extend a heartfelt thank you to every donor who has joined us in our journey to unlock the truth for the wrongfully imprisoned in 
Florida, reunite them with their families, and help them transition back into a changed society. IPF is supported solely by grants and 
donations from individuals, foundations, professional and civic organizations, and corporations. We receive no taxpayer support from 
the State of Florida. Please note: This list reflects the cumulative gifts received between January 1 and December 31, 2013. We make every 
effort to compile an accurate list. If your name is missing, misspelled, or there are other inaccuracies, please contact Marianne Salcedo, 
Director of Development, at 850-561-6767 or email msalcedo@floridainnocence.org. And thank you once again for your support.

Honor Roll of Donors

Benefactor ($25,000-$49,999)

Advocate ($100,000+)

Sponsor ($10,000-$24,999)

Supporter ($5,000 to $9,999)

Ally ($1,000-$4,999)

Ally ($1,000-$4,999)

Fellow ($500-$999)

The Florida Bar Foundation

U.S. Department of Justice

Florida Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers (FACDL)

Harriet and Stan Hendel
Holland & Knight LLP
Manuel Kadre
Robert Kerrigan
Gregory Miller and Karen Rhew-
Miller
David Rothman

Phyllis Alden
Chief Justice Harry Anstead 
(retired) and Mrs. Susan Anstead
Joseph Atterbury
Jerry Berry
Carlton Fields
Bob & Rosa Cromwell
Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte and 
Patsy Palmer
Jesse Diner and Adele Stone
Hon. Janet Ferris (retired)

Jessica and Scott Galya 
Robert and Joan Geyer
Marlene and Robert Josefsberg
Kozyak, Tropin & Throckmorton
Lifespark - Switzerland
Warren W. Lindsey
Alicio Pina
Valentin Rodriguez
Paula Saunders
Phil Shailer
Brian Tannebaum
The Collection
Michael and Ida Ufferman

Brooke Adler
American Heritage School
Barney Bishop, III
Loren Buckner
Rosemary Chase-Goloff
Debbie Cole — In honor of Joseph P. 
Nacchio
Jonathan Davidoff — In honor of 
Brian Tannebaum
Allison Defoor, II
Patrick Dray
Jude Faccidomo
Mary Jo Francis
Richard Hornsby
Dana Hotchkiss
Roy Kahn and Ana Davide

Gary Klein

David Mack

Lonnie Martens
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Honor Roll of Donors

Fellow ($500-$999)

Associate ($250-$499)

Linda McDermott

Mike Minerva

Joe Mitchell, Jr.

Ann Moscovitz

William Motley

Tom and Jackie Pugh

Samuel Rabin, Jr. 

Elliot Scherker and Karen Gottlieb

Mark Schlakman

Harry Solomon

UF LitiGators, UF Pre Legal Honor 
Society, and UF Phi Alpha Delta 
International Pre Legal Fraternity

Betsy White — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.

DuBose Ausley — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Scott Baena
Sebastian Banchs
Bruce Blackwell
Camilla Blake
Martin Bubenik
Lina Busby
Ian Comisky
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism
Elizabeth Cotton — In honor of 
Joseph P. Naccio
Debbie and Rick Covert
Henry M. “Hank” Coxe, III
Kim Cromwell
Karen Curtis
Rebecca Daffin — In honor of James 
Wilson
William Dillon and Ellen Moscovitz 
— In Honor of Talbot “Sandy” 
D’Alemberte
Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf 
Coast

Associate ($250-$499)

FAMU Special Topics: Wrongful 
Convictions Class
Bryan Fulwider
Elizabeth Gasser — In honor of 
Joseph P. Nacchio
Lawrence Golden — In honor of 
James Bain, Bill Dillon, Wilton Dedge, 
and Orlando Boquete
Michael Grieco
Elizabeth Groom
Catherine and Kevin Hannon
Robert and Rosslyn Hicks
Marlene and Robert Josefsberg — In 
honor of David Rothman
Rick Knellinger
Krasny & Dettmer, P.A.
Robert & Victoria Krawcheck
Ellen Lavin
Gene and Mary Lou Lewis — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
David Lorenzo
Maureen Mahoney — In honor of 
Joseph P. Nacchio
David Markus
Jeffrey and Rebecca Miller — In honor 
of Seth E. Miller
Walter and Marian Moore
Tom Ramey
David Roemer
Melissa Rubin
Adelaide Sink — In memory of Robert 
A. Harper, Jr.
Jayne M. Skindzier
Daniel Staples
Gordon & Gaynell Waldo
Robert Young
Joe Aloi — In memory of Robert A. 
Harper, Jr.
Anonymous
Norliza Batts
John Behr, Jr. — In memory of Robert 
A. Harper, Jr.
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Honor Roll of Donors

Patron ($100-$249) Patron ($100-$249)

Eddy Blanco — In honor of Brian 
Tannebaum
Lyndsay Boggess
Connie and Alan Bookman
Matthew and Alana Brenner
Broad and Cassel — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
John and Mary Bruce. Sr.
Bennett and Arlene Brummer
Mike and Amy Carr
Bart Chepenik
Bud Conlan — In honor of Heidi at 
ItalianRose.com
Connecticut Club
Hamilton Cooke — In honor of Genie 
Cooke 
Robert and Judy Coppel
William Corry
Henry M. “Hank” Coxe III — In 
Memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Jeanne Crenshaw — In Memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.l
Crossroads Investigations - In Honor of 
Brian Tannebaum
Jane Curran
Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte and Patsy 
Palmer — In memory of Robert A. 
Harper, Jr.
Lowell and Virginia Denning
Joe and Amy Dillon — In Honor of 
William Dillon
Ty Eppsteiner
Trish Fowler
Leanna Freeman
Paula Gavin — In honor of Joseph P. 
Nacchio
Philip Giberson
Glenn Family Charitable Fund — In 
honor of Katharine Glenn
Carlos Gonzalez
Kris Heald — In memory of Robert A. 
Harper, Jr.

Mary Anne Hoffman
John and Mary Ruth Houston — In 
honor of Mary Alexander Houston
Tann Hunt — In memory of Robert 
A. Harper, Jr.
Alfred Karram, Jr.
Andy and Fran Katz
Carroll Kelly
Donna Legare and Joseph Walthall   
— In memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
John Lentini
Stephen Mahle
Florence Marino
Lynda and Fred Markham
Paul Martin — In honor of the 
Cooley Innocence Project at the 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Meyer, Brooks, Demma and Blohm, 
P.A. — In memory of Robert A. 
Harper, Jr.
Sharron Morgan
Dayana Muzinek
National Defender Investigator 
Association (NDIA)
Beverly Pohl
Peter Prychodko
David and Leslie Ramshaw
Elizabeth Schumacher
Donald Shapiro
Julie Shrewsbury
Larry Spalding
Kent Spriggs — In memory of Robert 
A. Harper, Jr.
Barry Stein
Marilyn Strauss
Larry Turner — In memory of Robert 
A. Harper, Jr.
Steven Uhlfelder — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Newell Croy Walls — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Carol Wherry
Cheryl Zickle
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Friend (Up to $99)

Wendy Albert
Anonymous (2)
Stein Asbjornsen — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Laverne and Dick Baker — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Billie and Todd Ball
Jonathan Barrett
Libby and Sid Bigham — In memory 
of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Conrad Bishop, Jr. — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
James Brock
Laura Brock
Carl Bryant
Ernest Burgess
Jayson and Vicki Chung
Gwendolen Clarke-Reed
Dennis Crossan
George and Venetia Croy — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Danie Cutler
Robert Deardorff
Sara Dembowski
W. D. Douglass — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Toni and Ed Eames
Edith Elson
Mark Fried
Tracy Froebel
Gainesville Citizens for Alternatives 
to the Death Penalty
Leah Gentry
Marilyn Golden
Harvey Goldstein - In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Tim Harley and Marsha Orr — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Elizabeth Holsberry - In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Ryan Jenkins
David Kaim and Natalie Weinstein

Friend (Up to $99)

Stanley Kallmann — In honor of 
Joseph P. Nacchio
Dorothea Killian
Toni Fuss Kirkwood-Tucker
Christie Koontz — In memory of 
Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Terri LeClercq
Deborah and Ben Lloyd — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Jack Makinson
Liza Mazzio
Ron McAndrew — In honor of Juan 
Melendez
Lesley and Alan Mendelson — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Tony and Lynn Montle
Judith Moore
Jacob Munach
Wesley and Mary Ann Parsons — In 
honor of Laurel Cornell Niles
Kash Patel
Melissa Pressley
Phyllis Riewe
Audrey Rivers
Genny and Charles Rosenberg — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Herbert and Judith Rubin — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Kristine Sarkis
Mark and Missy Shamis — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Ann Steffens — In honor of Henry 
and Patrick Steffens
Linna VanNette
Heather Wiley — In memory of 
Trayvon Martin
Tate and Wendy Williams — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.
Wendy and Gary Williams — In 
memory of Robert A. Harper, Jr.

•              •

Honor Roll of Donors



Innocence Project of Florida, Inc.
1100 East Park Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Phone: 850.561.6767

Fax: 850.561.5077

Visit our website at www.floridainnocence.org
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com

The Innocence Project of Florida is supported in part by a grant from The Florida Bar Foundation.


